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ABSTRACT' 

This summary of Ahe deliteraticns and prcFCsala of 
the National Ccmsiigsion .on Libraries ard Infcrfflation Science includes 
brief fl is:::u: rdons of programs goals^ a n€edg analyrie, and the 
concerns of both libraries an* the private eectcr, 'Rcccttirtndatlons 
fSr a national proqram are presented as eight priority objectives, 
and various facets of the nationwidg network concept art 
discuesed--^ma1or federal responsibllitleai crganiEationi 
relationships and supporting respdnsi tllitiisr re^ponsifiTlities. of 
state governments, the private sector, and the librarr of Congress; 
proposed legislation; and funding. The .full report, Mhich was 
published in 1975 , is , also available thrcug| fPIC (see related 
dodunvent) , (JVP) ' - ^ 
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of. the National rrogram to proservj physically dBteriorating library 



materiaii. ' ' ^ 

Broposed liegiilWlon 

Future lepslation will have m its objeativo jho nationwide nBtwork , 
-and will- (1) outlindiho rolo of the Federal Qovornment, the national 
librarfesrand the states; (2) spoeify the functions that.should be por= 
formed ceiitrallyi (3) estabUsh the basiH for appro])riftte Fodord^stato 
and state4ocal matching fsnding; ^(4) estabUsh a locus of Fcnlwal 
re^pondbility . for Implemonting tho policies and programs ol tiie 
National Commisston; (6) provide a framework for private sector 
• partioipation; and ^6) safeguard privacy, confldontiahfy, and freedom 
of expressibn. , ■ , ' 

Funding , . 

■ Since 1956, with the passage of the Library Services Act, tho Federal 
' Government has provided funds for new serviccR, library traming 
. and research, new building construction, aid to special groups, and 
interlibrai^' cooperation. In 1073. the Administration recommended 
the' substitution t)f revenue Hharing for categorical^'^ederal grant pro= 
grams The preponderance of testimony to tho Com^vm%\oYi says that 
revenue sharing is not working for libraries. Rocenfactions4jy Con= 
gress have restored appropriations for many categorical aid programs_ 
but, despite the proposed Library Partnenship Act, the threat of 
discontinuance of those programs persists. Meanwhile, the Oomnus-. 
sion believes that the American public has not only accepted the prin- 
ciple of Federal funding for libraries, but has alsir equated it with iJfld- 
erai responsibility for education. 

It i. premature to stipulate criteria for fequestingflnancial Assist- 
ance fromlhelFederor Government undS the hSEiOnal programr^u^ 
suggestions are hbrewith pilf forward for consideration. For example, 
each institution or agency wishing to participate in the network might 
be askod to : . - ^ ' . \ 

(1) Rectucs^ support only for ,,rogram8 that are consistent with; 
national program aids antl objectives; 

(2) Be willing to subscribe to, and to utilize, national bibliographic, 
techmwl, and other standards; ' - 

(3) ' Provide assurance that sucocssful .programs basic to a ibraiT^s 
/ mission and begun with Federal funds, will bo sustained by the 

' recipient for at least several years; 

(4) Stipulate that Federal funds would not bo used to ofhefcor dilute 
financial resp6nsibility at the local, regional, or state level; 
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Services: Goals For Action— A Sumnmry 

Introduction ' 

Tho National ('oiiimiHHUm on LibniricH unci Informatinn Stjimico 
propuHOHa Nntional l^roKraiii for l.ibfary lui^ JiifnrnniUon SorviuoH 
baHCfl Oil flvo ii^^U!ni»tionH; « ' 

First, that tbt total library Hnd^infofnuiticm rt^Hourco in tho 
^ ' UjiitfKl Htatc-^ is II nutioiiiil rosourcti whicihf^hnulcl be Htrcngthoned, 
* organi^^utl imd inatlo available to tlu* niiixifnum dugroe poHHible 
in tho \n\\)\k ihtrr^Mt. TliiH ruitionnrrtiHource in tlio (niinulated 
and growing record of nuub of our nation'n aiub indexed, tho 
worhP^ total cyltural c^xprnunc intollufttiial, ftomal, tochnologU 
cab and Hpiritiiab 

Bncoiub that all people of th'* Uiiitrd ^taten hiive tho right, 
arcordiiig to thrir nulivi(Uinl nnndH, to roaliHtia ai)d convenient 
iieeeKH to tain national reNOiin'o for their j)urHDnnl onriehmont and 
achiovempnt/and thereby fur the prngreHH of BOciot^/ 
Third, that ^ith the hel|) of new teehnology and with national 
TOHolve, the diBparate and diHtreto eolloetionH of recorded informa^ 
tior in the United States nm beconie, in duo coui^o, an integrated 
nationwide network- , 
. Fourth; that the rights ami IntereBts of authors, publiBhors/and 
other providers of information bo recopiiKed in the natiortal pro- 
gram in wayB that rnttintain their economie and competitive 
viability. 

Fifth, that leginlatipn deviled for the coherent development of 
library and information HcrviceH will not undermine conBtitution- 
ally-protented rights of personul priviuiy and intellectual freedom, 
and wiU preserYO local, Btate, and regional autonomyl 
In consonance withtheHo a^umptionn the Commissioft hm dovel^' 
oped two major program objaetiveBi (1) to Htrengthen or create, 
wh^e,needed. the human and material resourcep that are Bupportiye 
of high quality library and. informatidn sorvicoB; and (2) to join 
-together the libftfry and information facilities in the country, through 
a common pattern of organization, uniform standards, ^nd shared 
communications, to form, a nationwide hetwork. 
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^ Tiiv Roiotirf t's 

InfpnuHtioiij whuthur iii thcV^jiw form of (Mupiru jh data ur in tko 
highly procnHHacl fori n wo nail **kiiowIa(lgc'/' huM (joinn to bt' rf;gnrfloek 
tiM a national roHoiircn wh ciriticuil to thtiiialioii'HV'i'lUbc'inf^nucl Hcciirity 
ftH iiny'iinturQl roHourciLs mivh m water or coal. The? wealth of popular, 
intollbctuiil, Hchdlarly, aful n^Mi^arcli roHOurrieH in tlin lilirarioH aiul in- 
formation facilitioH of ihvt United States in cm of llio grmit HtrcnglhN 
of the Nation. But like many rei^ourceH, knowlrclgo resourfOH, nnco- 
ordinat^d in growth and iiHagGj aro bdnp waHtod. 

In aflvo^ced HOciutioHra subHtantial part of tho culture in handed 
down to BiicceHHive gonerationH in recorded formH. Thih- rcHoiirco con- 
HiHtH of bookH, jourhulH, and other textH; of audio and yjH\n\\ inaterialH; 
and of Hmallor units of data that ean bi» Hoparately jnanipulated, m by 
a coniputor. In recent yoarn^ thcB^ records havo^boroino increasingly 
^Tariod through tcchiiologinal e.xtcmHionH of witten wordis, pic,tureB and 
HOundB. For example, a HigniHoant part'of tho uountry'8 information 
is now: on rdm,,on tn^uo tapoHp and in eontputer filoi^. Ah the Nation's 
knowledge grown and tho number of rcconhi increaHc^H, our dopondenco 
upon the records increaHeH, and the need to gain flcceHg to them bocornes 
more cruciaL No society can advance beyond a certain point without' 
effectivo accenB to its collective nieniory of record ; or, convorsely, an 
advanced society that Iobcb control of the record^ill regreBs. 

The N^ed for Aecess 

Ready acceBs to ihformatibn and knowledge is esBential to individual 
fldvanoement as well m to national p'owth. People are individuals, 
each with unique informationaJj educational, psychological, and sociaK 
needs. The need for information felt at all levelB of Hpciety .^regard- 
less^of an individual's location , hoci d condition, or intellectual achieve- 
ment. The Commission is especially aware that mucH more'^ust b§ 
done to understand and to satisfy ^e needs of special con.^tituonGi6s, 
such as ethnic minoritiosp the .economically disadvantaged, the unedu- 
catedj.the physically handicapped, the very young and the very old, 
as w^ll as scientistsj scholars, doctors, Bfcsinessmeh, and other pro- 
fessionals. The right information provided, when it is needed, ^here 
it is needeci, an^ in the form in which it' is needed, improves the, 
ability of any individuiil, or business, or govqmment f^ency, to make 
wise decisions. - 



Till* (;hnllrni;i' " , 

AmiM'irn IllH Mil llhillM I m IM m n\ wvinAiHl illlnrillll I ini l "J hlWi'VPI', llli- 
prpriun- n'^inirfM' iN imn-tn ni t I in u rt*|ji(ivc*' v Miiull mmiln-r of 
lurulinii'., nl'liMi iinncf-Mhlr tn linliinii. f^C | K^nplr . Mi iH I Isih?^ IniyrU ,. 
u!iliip|HMl, 1'Ium |imI1i'I»m:*' i- li'ul iliiMiHMHi^. Hm- Milikitiu ihiM' rvMMirrc. 
nvnilnl»|p In iihmm' pi^M^pli' llirnu^li ii s^^Iphj wliirli ssill pros ifkTirpcl i vc 
idcnliliniiiiHi, If^ntiimi, nml ill-t rilMitinh .prsircn, Mn\\\ Uwwl \\\m\v\ 
t\u\\\\\W., <|.'^.i-!nMl lur ulhrr lime- cniHlii icMi^, nm tin Umirrv {)u\}v 
with thu rvprM.in'r'ii-in|r sMHutiw^ nf inrnrnuiticjn pnMlurtMl in tlilH 
('niiiit. V 1111(1 nhn>niK ftor vnn \\wy ^nli f\\ the i'ni)tcll\ rhnfiLtii!^ luMMl^Mif 
(Mir (M'M'ty, The M»'(onHrHlin^ Hiulils nf ^dhh' inroriiintiou nu-ilitHN 
\i) wii^vi ^*^.r^li^^l tiiMMlh Is y^lnriiliiig, 'V\w m\un\ mit^i tuki' ^iv\)H iww 
[u strpti)4!ln'n mih! uvm\m tli<*^«' rnsniirrps \u\o w fuhmml iiji(iV)iiwi(lt' 
HYhtcnh nr iuinifxht sooti fnco itifnrmiitidn rinios. 

The Injiuctice of Tuchnolor 

in'n\^h\f'<. t('loroi!it»ttfnirntio!i^jitHl aiHliftvi-uiil ummWo. 'V\w use* of rnm- 
pfitrn, iuiiIi<iviMiMl tncMlin. iitui iuirni^niplin'. jui . nlnMoly Imm^ii pio- 
ikm^hmI. but tlu'iliriM t npplirntitMt of (■(itnpuPM'- lui^ Ihmmi fo.MiMul muinly 
oil lio!is(*kMrpi^^^ funrlicms. Tlir- ^MHiipiit.i*^ i^ntiMitiHl lot^ n'ronliiiK, 
ntnily^iti^; Miicl nMrirvin^ infonnntiini iNi'lf 'lin^ iiot yrt Uvm h\\\y 
vs\)\iAvi\. (Nniimnnity Antnuni /IVlovihion a'A^'V) pnwnlHus tho^ 
s!ihsrnht^i\ by innms of many fliunm'U. tunj^WHy H)nii^uniirnti^^^^ of 
\nn\x pirttirrs nm\ scnmd/fnrHimilr MirvirrH, urul arrets to (bi^)roc- 
psNitiK^ ^rhp^atitni'N future ability to bamlln iufonnaUmi will m^l)CiHl^ 
^on bow wi'Il an(l how rapidly wo ran intr^xnitf nnw toc;bnologH:nl 
nnHbod^ and iWxirr witbaho inaiii^trrarn of infonnation antivitieH. 

A Threshold Isiue 

Ko^()lnttoiiof tbor()mpl-x problrrn of ropy right i^ miicunl to (•oopi>ra- 
tivapro^rntns ai\d ncM work^ iiinon^ lihrarirs as wcdi uh to tlio CTCativity 
'«nd odonortnr vinbility of iuithdr^lup aiul pui^li^hing, Th^ judicially 
ronHtntrt()d dortriiin of ^^fnir tino^; nrovidc^^uidy u i)aftiid nnrtwrr, 
and tlio ('vontiiid solution iinist rrronrileHhr rights and interfiHt^^ clf 
thB prqviderH of iiifornuition with thosn of ^lo (■on^nniprs, Nuw under- 
Htlindings about (■opyiug fnmi lu'twork ri^sources, espcnudly in 4ho 
contovi of nc»w tnrlmologmH for reprodufaiou nhcL distrilnition, are 
needed to enable the liljrary eonutuuiUy-to Hatinfy it^^ legal aii'l mdral 
obligations to tho uuthor and publisher wirilo inootirig its institutional 
responsibility to itH patrouH. 
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' The ItiitionnlG lor Federal Inyolvcrnent ^ 

, Tb(' nHticinnl pnii^nim hlt^fulH wmt iummIs for iiifcirmiy ion. with infor- 
imition trchnwloijfy in ordi^r to |ircivi(lo (u|iii!^v^iLjirr!rHs to wtint is, in 
flint, M innjor luitiniuil ri»H(iiir(*o. M'hn irnjjUMiKMilKlion (if n uMirknlilc na- 
tirjnnl 'pro^nim will mjuin^ vhwv cooporntion lintwrrn iIh' IAtIpi-iiI 
Govorniricnt luirl tlin stntc^H, iM'twrfn (lie Htnlc* jinti Incnl gcjvt'rnnicntH, 
' unci lH»twren KtMlcral uiul stiiic* ^ov(*rmn<Mi(H iiiul tlu' private Htu.tur, 
HumIi (lonpunii.ion in nio.^t iipprnpriiiti'ly foHtt'n'tl throiif^h Fodonil 
legkliiticni: 

'a . * 

f ■ i ' , ■ 

, Current Problems of Libraries 

Thorc arc alinoHL OOjOOO li.braru*H in the United Btnten todiiy, They 
vary in Hizn attil coniploxlty from Nnndl villago fauilities with only n 
few jthelvcs of bonkH for rt'druutioiiM! rtuuling to hirge ro^Htuireh librurioH 
with niugnificent coilcfitionH on nuniy HubjuctH. Colluctiv'cl)^ thoy.aro 
the fonndatio;! on which a nationwido network Hhoiild be built, 

Tho currrnt problfiinK of Federnl, pubhCj Hpepial, Hchoolj college and 
imivn»ity, ruHoarrh and Htato librariesj are detailed in the full text of 
the natiouHl prpgTrini, Tlie following principal conconiH are ^eneraU 
ized from teHtiniony takeu'at the CbinmiHHion'H regional hearingH, from 
reHearch ntudieH and'reportKj and from conferences witli profcHBional 
and lay groupH, ' ^ 

(1) The growth of librarioH in the United StatCH has been fragmented 
* and ainevenj leading to wante and duplication of the National 
knowltrdge reHoOrce and, for lack of common Htandarj^Hj creating 
' . obBtacleB to a cohesive national Hystom. 
,^(2) The diHlributipn of library HerviceK' k correlated, with that of 
population and financial Hupport. While ^Rome peoplp have easy 
acce^H to rich rt?^ourceH,'Others Htill lack the irtont olemuntary fornii 
of Hcrvice. , , 
» (3) The problems of people who lack even the most basic infonnation 
saf vices or are served only "marginally must be identiflad and 
- addressed. , ^ ' 

✓ (4) There is a limit to self=suflici©ncy in the ability of any library, 
even* the largast public or research library, to satisfy its con- 
^ stifuents. • » . ' 

(5) Special libraries with work-rljlated goals serve at presentf only 
limited clieritiles, ^ \ 

^^^). Qreattr collaboration should, be deveroped among libraries wid 
the commercial and other private sector diitributors of the newer 
infonnation iervices* - 



^7^ FundinK at m^jjy loVnl U inmlnquaU^. A major chiU|p in l"o,<loral 
^^Lmt^^i^^^ onlHido of their i.ntru.d.atc junHch.t.nnH, 

Sohie Co..cerns of the Private Sector 

SSnst^hrpuIc »■! „riv.a„ «ao^ work in harmony with .,nc an- 

«tK in ronqnnancft v/ith. the national mte^^ , 

°'a Ii„°~ "f *« ^'-^ net" . 

/ ^ A 'kiKf^r ♦iiiii the shar ng of rrsounH^s tliroiign not 

L^litK.£tiS:aL^ on the other l^nd. 

wpfks ^ . ^ ,j t„ roater infonnat.un urn and, honuc 

claim that ^f^'f^^,,,^-,;';^ bolievoR that the ci-catorB and 

from network resources, as noted above, ' ^ 



The Trend Toward Cooperative* Action 



I'rtm'iit Nt'iwurkinK Aclivitit'H ^ ' 

mil ,uulH(a(..I,.a,lf.r.r„,, nn.l hnnlm^, tU.y hnv h-f:,,!, I, ,-vnlvi. n.on. 

wlM..],, .nrUa. MI01)f,AIiS . aln-ndy lK.„,/i(, fn„„ ..„,np„l, • .| 
.m„m,„,,,.aM,ms t.Hmnlo«,v i„ ,1,. ,,,.vi.i„n „f ,,,i^„„, ,„,,,| 
M U, . fnwn nH(n.,nLl,n.Hoi,r,...H;T.vpirnl,,f .'v„lving m-fwcrl.. aro Hie 
in(.;„.rah. proKrn.ns in Wasl,i„^,„„, Ohjc, |||i„„i: N„w V.. ,„h] 

sl.H., Hw. p„h|„. knowl.,lKP r,^s,„„r(. .'roHs.t. KooKn.plm.al juriMclic 
MoiMihiml MpiM)f.|il,,.arv boinidiiH... m | uin, jummik 

Ahl.o,r}rh „o„a^„r ,]„. ,.,iHU„g lihrarv n.-tworkH ha. HMfch,..! f„ll 

ull.'K- ^il^rnrr ( vuiov lhal „«w hctv-h over ()()() lil.n,,,' t,,,ninah 

at«l,,K n...„n|s, for , h. ,p„njnH.. of pn„l,„.i„f, for Ic.-al lu 

ti.m I, , unl., „„d roll,,,.Li„„4jf niaiiagr.n.nit infonnation. , 

Barriers to ('ooporaUve Action ' . ' ' , 

(I) Th.. informalinn aKon.j,HiM thn p.ibli.. and priratn Htu-tor. nr^ 

pul lislnnp .«ft„Htry, th^ ni(l.^i„g and nb«tm.tinK sorviros tl.^ nd- 
unit.o,,al m.,u„,i„„s and • bn ^nrioun gov.nwn.nt. rtR.„doUhavb 

.u^icnt, a,ul ,^u,(, dc.ig„nd to !omf intnrjun^clictional .S)per= 

(3) Traditional (^,1^1. patterns -will ;;fcd to bo chnnRod f moko 

_ tlicm Oquttlly^HOpportivo of both b,.,! and nationwi.l objeuU^ , 

' SiThm^ 1 rr"'' ^°'-ico ia many lo^liti.. i« 

^'Wl" "tecl bj; topsupportuigaparticul^ 

(4) No j.afonnl fiuuhdHH. .xiHt to .G,,.„ro the devnlopment of com- ■ 
. I)atibl0 8tatewi(l(. and i^illirttatn ru^tvorkst^^^^ ,' 



'MfdlMI LUfTntUfc Across and llptrlpral aystpm. 



(f}) Nliiiiy Koflcriil lihrHrii'H and infnniintic^n ciMittTi-- hiivi' iipiltuM- 
imIupUmI ii fiilly-j^iM'ri \n)\ws towiinl HcrvitiK llio ^iMuu'iiljniblic m»r, 
fornKMl iiiiion^ (IummhcIvcm a I^VcliM'iil ncl wnrk, 

(0) Till* ulUliiilo uf libniriiiiiH (owanl tlio n<»w liM^ihHjlD^ic:. ntnl new 
I'oiHKMJiionH^jf tlif' icjIo i)f %hv Whmvy in H<M'inty is fjfliMi iippitivr, 

{7)^'V\u* liliriiry work tuvro ii(mm1«m| to \i\nu, im\ (linM-ntr 

(rotippi-ntivc ix'tworkH is iin! svi w'iAl (Mimi^li IrMitiCMl tdilonl 

wllh nonjirinl imUcMMiilH ur with conipiilfM' ninl ruinnniiiHiitifHi 
Inrliholcif^ic-i' K ' ^ 

(H) TlumnticHi docH not yrt Imvi* an ciUhmhI vvwivv to roMr<liini((sllii' 
" )mHivMn^ iuu\. (liHtribiltinn nf^Ktiuuliinl liihlingi'n|dii(^ riMuinU, 
inrliMllng only i\w n'mnU clisinbiitorl by thn Mljrnrs of ( 'no- 
gn'r^H, hul hlm iVw^v, \mn\mv(\ by niUcv \nih\\v aiul pri^'nti* ii^prscip^ 
ill the cinrrpliL rornplnx patUM-n cif l)il)lin^rnplii(; Hcrvic^n?^. 

(il) A finnl olHtat'ln-lo tlip Hlinrinj^ of n'r^oun'PH is flip -Inc'k^of puhlir 
knowlc*tlK<' about ihviv vKiMinwi' and Itx-ntioii, 



The lieconimended National Prograni 

^'rlm n'r'<MnniPod<Ml inilionnl pro^rnnuls an ovrrull Htno'inrp witliin 
wbirh fMirn'Mt lit'firiiMu^irs nm I f(a'r(MaiMl nnd fiititro r 041 nroniiMil k 
rtdtlrpsscd. It would c'fionlinalc ntnl rpinforco nil rVilcnd inul Hlqto 
oirorts to siippor| loc^d and spcciiiiii^cMl iiifornn^on siMivico?;, 

Prograni Objecli\^ea 

(1) ICnKioM' tliJiL basic library iiiid infnriaatiori H^'rvirc^s arp adcMinatc 
to inont tlir noods r)f all ha-iil roniinunitios. 

(2) Providp adociuato'sptu-inl sprvins to HptM'inl ronHtituciHiios, uicdiid- 
ing tilt? i\iiH(M vod. ^ . . 

(H) SlnMigtlicn (^NiHting statrwido roHOurrCM unci H^HtmiiK, 

(4) Kn?4nrc basic iuid conlitniiag iMhn'ation for ptMHoniicl ('HHuiUial to 
t\w iniiT^crnoiitation of tlio national proprani. 

(5) ( nfirdinntp oxistinp FcMlcmj proi^inunN of Ubniry and iiifnrriinti(»n . 
HiM'sdro. - . 

Khfonragn till' privMitn ^vvior to b<;nome an a(aivt! partiipr in the 
(lov('lt)p[H(Mit of tho national progranh . ' 
(7)' EHtabiiHh a lociUH of Federal rpsponmbillty dinrged with iniple- 
riiunting thn national m^twork and coordinatinff the national pro-^ 
gram under tbn policy ^ridanco of the National Comirumm. 
Thiri agency Hhonid have mithnrity to ninko graiitB and contrncts 
iind to promoto ntandards, but must N HUpportive and cuonlinativo 
riitiicr than authojitarian and rogulatory.- 

" ' . ' **• 



{H) I'liiii, iind iiiiptc'iinMi! n iim liMhwidr iM'twork (jf librnrv 

iind iiirfiiijntlinii rit ' , 

M«MMiii)4 till' iilMh i' i'i^lil jfrinriiy ol j jprtis p^^ I'lMisi ituH'H llu* sinn 
cif thi' ( niiilni .^^inn s prdpnsfMl prngi'mih lit i^nnu' iiihlnnrr's^ (^xislin^ 

< '(jnufij^'^inn \V(Mil(l initintc \m*\v i^ns^^rM in^, .ih'Ii iUv nnlinnwicU* 

tH'tWMlL Only hy tlir pf pK'-ml MIhI fuhirr t'liOjicril t iv** 

s>s(<*/hs int<j n initio .li'iH liin' ciin n'sniiirc^s oT \\t\n iuition 

lip fully J'Xploili'd, 



The Nationwide Network Concept 

Major Feci oral HeHputiHlbilitlc*H 

Tlw V(:H\vvi\\ iinvvvntuMii would fim^c iio lihrnry or uthor infofnui-^ 
liofi si'vWiv \i) jdin the* ni'tw()rk, but svoiHd provulr ((u-hnit'id iiul^ico- 
uivuis iitid funding iih^Milivi^s t<j hlnti* gus JMiimcrits and i\\v priviiU? 
r^vriiH' hj^sln'iigtlu'fi tlifdr nhility to Imm-ouic* clFiMdivf* cuiilponcntN of a 
niuluMlly nurifrjrrin^ pj'ci^rMin, 

(jj KfuonrMi^n nrid pniinul^nyn 'siaridMr(is. 'I'lu* l''(Ml<*hd ( U)V(*rniiH?iit 
iiiis ti nuijnr rr'sporisihilitV iu vntvuvwirv nnd Nupjxirt cdTorU to 
drvrlf)p tin* stiifidnrds rcHjuirrd in ii^Kiu'o jnlta'c^onnortinii lH»tv^ooni 
intriishih* notwt^rks, inuUi^hitr ludwfU'kH and HpcuMiilizod nntworkw 
in the publicifiiid privnln srctors^ \.v., i\w HtandardH for; (ii) (!Oin= 
pulrr Koftwans ufu^f'ss arid sfM urity pr(>i^u<^nlN, dntn fileninntH unci 
rifdrV: (|j) l)il)liu^nL|)hi<^ fnnnat-, lihns, rhniputrr tapcH and sound 
riu'nrditigs; (m), llttM'ury texts in nini'liino-rcudublo fqrni; nnd 
(fj rnprffjiriipliy and nn{'rn»^ruphic's. 

(2) Mako unifpu' lutd itiajnr rrsourt'O c rilltM tiunH ns'ailiiblp nationwide*- 
Instittitirais svitii tinirpu' rc'H(inr(U*s of nutiomd ?signifi(*antjc, HUch 
as tilt' JIui'vnnI linivorHity lahrurioH, the Suw York , Public 
fiibrarVj llir Ni'WbcTry Librai^y, tlir (ilasH Infonnatioii Uonter in 
('i)rnin^V Si'sv Yf)rk, and tho ('honii<'ul Ab^traMH Horvic'n, would 
hv jfrovidtHi in» nuncMAal fundifig to lirlp o^ctend their oNtramurQl 
Horviros to tho whole country. ^ 

i'A) Dpvidop contrali^^rd srrvicos for ncUsvprking. While many HeryicGB 
ran he l)i'ttrT rnanngod loralLv, others iifight he Hponsored ctMitrally 
in ('itbi»r the pul)li(^ or private Hentorf for exainpio, a nntional 
j audiovisuid rejjOHitor^', a national systeni of interlibrary eoniniii- 

^ iiiealiun, li national depository hv the presorvation of microform 
nnisters''and ''beKtijf)pies" of all work-4 of rpHearch valuo, a nationnl 
p(»riodic'al l)aiik, and nuH;hino-readal)le duta bankn of nrticles nnd 
abstracts iii the ficldr^ of langUHgo, IiteraLiire,.or muHicgldgy. 




(4) EKplorn coiiipuVnr umc. CofiiputorH liavo hiSim indiHiifMiHiibki 
toolM of iiolwork opwiitionH, not only for rftiit-inc d.^ricnl KiHkN, 
HU(ih fm tho (liHHiJiuiiiation of hil)li()(,'riipl>r(: inforiniilkm, Mm liv- 
quiHition of liookN, ciitnloK cnrcJ proilufAioii, lUul Ihfl c'.(iiitrol of 
f.irculiitioii and Hwial rmovdn, but alst) for llu! rolrim-iil of ki>n\W- 

•fidift^ TPHOiinscH in inaf!liiiu>rcu(lab1n foiiii, Iii juUlilidii to <1wIh 
niitod tniniannpulWH for loc'ul- iiitcrinil prof.osHiiifi, ii aalionwido 

' network niiKlit hn oxi)Oc,tiHl to einploy contriilimid ooiaiiUlHr Mi- 
MtailationH (ii) for protUrction. of bibliojiriipliio dnla for uho by 
loral ugondim tlirounliOiit tl'ic country, iiiul (1>) for Moiirclmi},' tli« 
kt.owlpdfto ro,HOiir(!i;/flHi.lf to learn what in nviiilnble wln^r(',-lo re 
cord new holdiuKH and to arrangn interlibrary dolivi-ry. 

(5) Apply I "w fortiiH of t«lccoinnni!ii(!ationH, In order to iilfu;e imople 
ip mwv iinniodiato c.otitacjt with tho totid niitidiinl in forma tion 
.reHonrr.ns, a fiitiirc tolocominunicatiouH nyKtctn inmht ovditiinlly 

integrate' tdctype, audio, diRitnl and video KiKnalH inl<' Hin(;lci 
HyHt('in 'I'lie greiiloNt boon to national iicco-i to tlio public knowl- 
e<lge rcHourt'o would bo froo or roducod raicH for educiitional nnd 
cidtural u^o of the Federal Toleconinninicatioim ByHlem BnilHalol- 
lito cornin.inication ehiinnolH, at loa«t until the tranio Iuih mched 
an ofionoinically viai)le lovel «> 
- (0) Support rCNoarch and tlovolopnicnt. A Fodnral, i)rogrnm of re- 
searcli arid dovelopinout, through grantn mul coiitructH, HifouUl 

. addreH. nuch problems an tl.o application of new tcchiioloffias, the 
reloVanco of KcrviceH to difTotont reador coiiinuiaitieH, the ol octn 
of now iMormation Hystoms on usorH, and tho profossion itHeU as 
it strugglos with the (lynanncs of cliarige. 

(7) FoRtor cooperation with similar national and intomationnl pro- 
rrmm. In order to tap tho knowledge roeourcos of tho world, tno 
national program should , Hupporf such ^ '^^/^f « f 

UNESCO's UNISIST projoct, tho Intornational btiiilclards ui- 
ficd the International Federation of Library AssocmtionH, and 
the Organization Jor Economic Godperatioh and Dovolopmont, 

i ' ' r ' 

Organizational Belationihips and Supporting ReiponBihilitles 

In addition to the Exeoutlvo Branch of the Federal Govomment, 
key comM^nts. of the national program are 
Library of Congress, and the private sector. Each of the levols ,n the 
nationwide program should bear its share of the^ total finanoial burden. ■ 

Keiponilbilltiei of State CoTernnienta 

The Federal Govemment would fund those aspoote of the network 
which support national objectives and stimulate, atatewide and mu ti- 
state library development. The state govemnients would accept tne 

I'd ^ ' " 



m^qr share of the cost of coordinating and suppordng the intra- 
state compononfcs^f th^ network, fts;well as part of thocost^f par^i- » 
pating in multisMitft planning. The states could participate m08t help, 
fully by enacting or updating library legislation and by e^ablkhing 
or strengthening state library agencies to adniiniHtcr s^tate i^rograms . 
in the context of the national program. • . 

Some of the advantages that would nccru^'to a Btate from its par= 
ticipation in a nationwide network are: (1) more informatioh forits^ 
r^dgnts than it could possibly afford to amiCm through it^ own capi^ 
tal investment; (2) reduced interatate teleconmumicatibn costs; (3) ac-' 
cess to computer software, data bases and technical equipment; (4) 
compatibility :with national programs; (5) matching funding for 
bringing state; and local reiources up id acceptab*le standards: (6) 
matcMng funding to ihititfte network operations; and (7) the ability 
to invest mainly in immf diate state arid local needs while relying upon 
the national network fop specialized material and services 

. \ - . ' ^ ■ , ' ^ 

RfsponiibiUtieslor the Private Sector * ^ 

rh^ pnvate sector, as a raajor producer of cultural, Bcientific, tech- 
nical, and iiiriustrial informatioji^ must work closely with the public' 
sector in order to make the natioVial network both useful and cost- 
-effective. A new orientation to Federal funding arid user Economics 
might be required to harmonize the traditionai libraiy info^matio^^ 
systen^ with the newer commercial and other specialiEed information 
systems. The Commission believes that this area will require intensive . " , 
study and full collaboration among many different organisations bo- 
Jore a meaningful legislative rlco^endation can be develqped. ^ 

fttipoDsibilittes of the Library of CODgresa , 

. Although not so designated by law^ the Library of Congress is de 
facto a National" Librjay. The Commission biiieyes that it should 

^ legdly be so designatfd, In that role it should accept the .following 
responsibilities in the national program: (1) expansion of its lending 
function to that of a National Lending Library of 'final resort; (2) ex- 
pansion of coverage under the Niajbiooil^qgram for Acquisitions and ^ 
Gataloging; (3) expansion of Machine-Reraftble^Cataloging (MARC); 
(4) the on-line distribution of the bibliographic"^'ta-^..h^i tb*the' 
various nodes of the national network; (5) an augmen^^fecance 
service, to support the national system for bibliograpHic serv^-^ 
(6) operation of a comprehensive National Serials Sef*vice; (7) festab- 
lishment of a technical ser vices center to provide training in, and 
infomation about, Libr^ of Congress techniques and processes, with 
inaphasis on automationi (8) develepment of improved access to state 
Md loed^govtrnment publications; and (9) further implementation 
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of. the National rrogram to proserv^ physically, dfiteriornting library 
materiali. ' ' ' ' . ' ^ 

Bropoied liegiillktlon 

Future lepslation will have m its objeativo jho nationwide nBtwork , 
■and will- (1) outlindiho role of the Federal Qovornment, the national 
librariesrand the states; (2) spoeify the functions that,«hould be por= 
formed eeiitrally • (3) establish the basis for ai)pro])riatH FetlonU^stato 
and state4ocal matching f finding ; ^(4) establish a locus of Fcniwal , 
responsibility for implementing the policies and programs ol tne 
National Commission; (6) provide a framework for private sector 
partioipation; and (6) safeguard privacy, confldentiahfy, and freedom 
of expressibn. , ■ , ' 

Funding , . 

Since 1956, with the passage of the Library Services Act, the Federal 
■ Government has provided funds for new serviccR, library training 
and research, new building construction, aid to special groups, and 
interlibraiy cooperation. In 1073 the Administration recommended 
the' substitution t)f revenue sharing for categorical^'^ederal grant pro= 
grams The preponderance of testimony to the Com^vm%\oYi says that 
revenue sharing is not working for libraries. RocDnfactions4jy Con= 
gress have restored appropriations for many categorical aid programs_ 
but, despite the proposed Library Partnenship Act, the threat of 
discontinuance of those programs persists. Meanwhile, the Oommis-. 
sion believes that tlie American public has not only accepted the prin- 
ciple of Federal funding for libraries, but has alair equated it with Fad- - 
erai responsibility for education. * . 

It is premature to stipul^ate criteria for tequesting flnancial Assis^ 
ance frontlhelFederar Government undS the nSEimirt progrttmnbtt^ 
suggestions are herewith pilf forward for consideration. For example^ 
each institution or agency wishing to participate in the network might 
be asked to : . - ^ ' . \ 

(1) Request support only for ,,rogram8 that are consistent with> 
national program aids nntl objectives; 

(2) Be willing to subscribe to, and to utilize, national bibliographic, 
techmrol, and other standards; ' - 

(3) ' Provide assurance that sucocssful .program^ basic to a ibraiy^s 
, mission and begun with Federal funds, will bo sustained by the 

• recipient for at least several years; 

(4) StipulaiiB that Federal funds would not be used to ofhefcor ddute 
financial' resp6nsibility at the local, regional, or state level; 



(5) Match iPecreral funds with local or state funds according to a 
fgrmula baied pn factors other t|ian merely population or per 
. capita incope; ^' # ' * , r' 

'(6j Develop a, mutually compatible for^uta for matching- fundi be- 
tween the state and local governments similar to that between the 

^: . rtate and Federal Government; and ' ^ 

(7)" Adhere to the protocols and conventionB of use established for a 
nationwide network, ^ ^ 

, Until a new funding policy for the national progrun^ is* worked oujb 
and passed into le^slotion^ the Commismon stfongly favprs the 
continuation of categorical aid under existing titles, y 



Gonclusion 

The Commission.beli^os that the country's libriiry and infom^ion 
Hcrvices are not yet organized to ineot the neud.s of the Natfon us, a 
whole, The Nation must uhangu clirection by treating recorded knowU 
. edge as u iiational resource for the benefit of all people and the national ^ 
welfare, The necessary changes In martpower developmient, in the^ 
application of te^cluiologyj in-Federal and state investment policy, 
in cboperativCi interjumdictional arrangements and in Jorms and 
styles of services will come about gradually.; but the Commission is 
satisfied that the librAry and information communities are now pre* 
pared to work together in creating the strongest possible information 
services for the country. It wges the American people through Fed- 
eral^ state, and locdl governments, and public and private institutions, 
to support a nntienwide program of library and information service 
as a high-priority national goal, ' \ 



- ^ . ' is 



